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To: All Chapter Scribes E and Lodge Secretaries 

cc Members of the Executive [Craft] 
  Past Members of the Executive [Craft] 
  Members of the Executive [RA] 
  Grand Officers 
  District Chairmen  
  District Secretaries 
 
 
Circular No:   62 
 
 
2 February 2009  
 
 
Dear Brother / Companion, 
 
I write to advise you that the RW Provincial Grand Master / ME Grand Superintendent has 
announced key changes in the administration of the Craft and of the Royal Arch. 
The changes, at senior level, meet the needs of both Orders in a critical period of change, especially 
within the Royal Arch. The importance of the Education and Development Committee in defining 
the future of Freemasonry within the Craft and Royal Arch Provinces of East Lancashire is, also, 
recognised. 
Accordingly, the following specific changes have been announced: 
 
Provincial Grand Chapter, March 2009: 
At the meeting, Comp Peter Messum will retire after four years as the Assistant to the Provincial 
Grand Principals for the Northern Area No 2, comprising Oldham and Rochdale.   
Companion Messum has been appointed to the position of Chairman of the Education and 
Development Committee. 
 
Comp Edwin Cheadle, former Chairman of the City Sykes District is to be appointed as the 
successor to Comp Messum as the Assistant to the Provincial Grand Principals for the Northern 
Area No 2, comprising Oldham and Rochdale, together with Bacup, Rawtenstall and Todmorden. 
 
In order to equalise the work load between the Assistants to the Provincial Grand Principals, the 
administration of various Chapters will, of necessity, be transferred as follows: 
 
The Chapters meeting at Padiham to Northern Area No 1 [Burnley and Pendle District]. 
The Chapter meeting at Whalley to Northern Area No 1   [Accrington District]. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
In addition to the above, the following senior appointments will be made: 
 
Assistant to the Provincial Grand Principals [Central Area No 1]:  
Comp Norman Clarke will succeed Comp David H Thompson, who will retire after five years in 
that Office. 
 
Provincial Grand Mentor  [Craft and Royal Arch]: Bro / Comp Martin Roche 
Provincial Grand Orator    [Craft and Royal Arch]: Bro / Comp Kai Hughes. 
 
The Provincial Grand Mentor and the Provincial Grand Orator will be members of the Education 
and Development Committee. 
 
The following District Officers, Royal Arch will retire / be appointed: 
Comp Ian Lord [Whalley, Northern Area 1] to retire. 
Comp Roger Bower [City Starkie District] to be appointed  
Comp Fred Whittingham [Rochdale] to retire and Comp Stuart Booth to be appointed. 
 
Preliminary notice will be given concerning the RMBI 2015 Festival and the advance appointments 
of the Festival Chairman, Bro / Comp David H Thompson and the  
Deputy Chairman, Bro / Comp Brian Sigsworth. 
 
Provincial Grand Lodge, November 2009 
Bro / Comp David H Geldard, MBE will retire as Provincial Grand Charity Steward and  
Bro / Comp Brian Sigsworth will be appointed as his successor in both the Craft and in the Royal 
Arch. 
 
Yours fraternally, 
 
 
 
 
Provincial Grand Secretary / Scribe E 
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